
We had the privilege of  

honoring the Babe Ruth 13 

Year Old All Stars at our  

September meeting.  We are 

proud of this team, the  

accomplishment of making it 

to the World Series and the 

exceptional sportsmanship 

that they showed during this 

time.  They were wonderful 

representatives for Waterford. 
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Update from the Waterford Board of Education 

As we look back on the  

beginning of the school year 

and look forward to the 

budget planning for the year 

ahead we take great pride in 

the strong commitment that 

our District has in promoting 

consistent educational  

programs and maintaining 

high quality initiatives and 

opportunities for our  

students in challenging 

budgetary times.   

With that being said, our 

budget planning process 

has begun (see Pg. 4 for  

Timeline) and we are looking 

closely at the State of  

Connecticut’s budget and the 

effects that the State Budget 

may have on our District.   

Bringing the  

accomplishments  

and initiatives of the 

Waterford Public 

Schools to the Town, 

Community and 

beyond to create  a 

Connection  that 

will reinforce a 

strong commitment 

to coming together 

to educate the whole 

child. 

WPS in the Community 

Waterford has always had a 

history of excellence and we 

will continue to work hard  

to provide exceptional  

programs for our students that 

will prepare them for their 

post secondary experiences. 

Key Dates  

 February 9th & 16th - 

S p e c i a l  B o a r d  o f  

E d u c a t i o n  B u d g e t  

Workshop Meetings 

 February 23rd - Board of 

Education Meeting  

 March 22nd - Board of 

Finance Budget Hearing 

(Board of Education) 

 March 27th - Board of 

Finance Public Hearing 

on Budget 

and the commitment that our 

students have in serving our 

community.  Thank you to the 

WYSB for allowing us to  

partner with them in this 

great event. 

 V e t e r a n s 

Day is a 

time that 

we come 

together to 

honor our 

V e t e r a n s 

and families.  WPS had the 

privilege of hosting Veterans 

Day ceremonies to thank the 

Veterans in our community 

for their dedicated service to 

our country.  The Veterans 

Day programs welcomed 

over 150 Veterans and their 

 WPS participated in Stuff the 

Bus, a program organized by 

the Waterford Youth Ser-

vices Bureau to provide non-

perishable food items for  

Waterford families in need  

during the holiday season.  

We are proud of our schools 

Students and Staff at Quaker 

Hill Elementary School work 

together to Stuff the Bus. 

families as well as special 

guests Senator Paul  

Formica,  Representative  

Kathleen McCarty, First 

Selectman Dan Steward, 

and Waterford Board of 

Education Chair Jody  

Nazarchyk. 
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“Thank you for 

this opportunity 

to learn more 

about what our 

schools are doing 

for our children 

and how we as 

parents can help 

them succeed.” 
 

WPS Parent who 
attended Parent 
Academy Night 

 

In the Schools... 

Parent Academy Night 
On October 13th Water-

ford Public Schools hosted 

parents, staff and the com-

munity at the first annual 

Parent Academy Night.  

Keynote speaker Dr. 

Thomas Allen, Founder of 

the Pathways Program, 

delivered an informative 

presentation on Helping 

Students Manage the Pres-

sures of School offering 

supportive strategies for 

parents to use at home.  

Waterford Public Schools’ 

staff also offered engaging 

workshops for parents to 

attend throughout the 

evening.  Breakout ses-

sions included workshops 

designed to help parents 

with curriculum, social and 

emotional strategies as 

well as planning for the 

stages of the high school 

years.  Students from the 

high school assisted 

throughout the evening as 

guides, with childcare ac-

tivities through the Learn-

ing Through Service Pro-

gram as well as providing 

refreshments through the 

culinary arts program.  All 

in all this was an exciting 

and educational evening 

that brought the Waterford 

Public Schools’ parents, 

staff, students and commu-

nity together.  Thank you to 

the parents that provided 

valuable feedback through 

the Parent Academy Night 

Survey to help us prepare 

for the next Parent Acade-

my Night. 

The Great Neck School Garden had a  

wonderful season. Students recently  

harvested potatoes,  carrots and pumpkins 

and the herb garden provided fresh  

supplies to the school kitchen. Most  

recently, under the guidance of Waterford 

Board of Education Member Ms. Marcia 

Benvenuti, every student planted a daffodil 

bulb around the perimeter of the building. 

As the weather turns colder, this will give the students 

something to look forward to next spring. 

Athletic Accolades 

Waterford Boys Soccer ECC 

Division II Champions 

ECC Diving Champion, Girls 

Swimming - Sophia Podeszwa 

ECC All Conference Players 
 

All-Star 

Tristan Mazulli - Football 
Tyler Zolkowski - Football 
Chris Prenga - Football  
Spencer Hoagland - Football 
Luke Barrs - Football 
Kevin Grandieri - Football 
Chris Cantres - Football 
Kyle Cardoza - Football 
 

1st Team 

Joe Carano - Cross Country 
Olivia Pacheco - Volleyball 
Jacklyn Lavoie - Girls Soccer 
Mia Brennan - Girls Soccer 
Cory Conderino - Boys Soccer 
Daniel Castelpoggi - Boys Soccer 
Glen Faber - Boys Soccer 
Stephen Lavoie - Boys Soccer 
Aidan McCarthy - Boys Soccer 
Leonardo Oviedo - Boys Soccer 
Colin Shannon - Boys Soccer 
Walter Tineo - Boys Soccer 
 

Honorable Mention 

Ana Magano - Volleyball 
Sarah Verity - Field Hockey 
Megan Sturm - Girls Soccer 
Austin Negahban  - Boys Soccer 
Devin Craig - Football 
Nahied Fleming - Football 
 

Sportsmanship 

Sydney Tabor - Volleyball 
Nina Bentley - Field Hockey 
Mary Grace Wyatt - Girls Soccer 

Congratulations! 
The Connection  December 2016  www.waterfordschools.org  

The Mental State @WATERFORDrama  

The WHS Drama Department, under the tutelage of Director Shane 

Valle, performed The Mental State, a play by Josh Adell, in October at 

the Waterford High School auditorium.  This production received rave 

reviews from staff, students and community members.  “It was a great 

piece that shed some light on things that some kids didn’t know about.  

It was very good that it was brought to Waterford” ~ WHS Student. 

Oswegatchie Elementary School hosted visiting Mexican Artist,  

Cilan Valadez as part of the Arts Curriculum. Students enjoyed watching 

a yarn painting demonstration by Mr. Valadez from beginning to end and 

the Oswegatchie art department received a beautiful sample for their art 

room collection.  This enriching program was brought to Oswegatchie 

through the Margaritas Education Outreach program that works to bring 

master craftspeople and artists from Mexico to area schools creating an enriching  

environment showcasing the culture and art of Mexico and Central America. Thanks to the 

PTO and Art Teacher Mary Hendrickson for bringing this great experience for our  

students at Oswegatchie. 

https://twitter.com/WATERFORDrama
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Conference in Belfast in  

October.  The Lancer project 

has also connected Water-

ford students with students in 

Ireland where the miniboat 

made landfall this  Septem-

ber.  We look forward to  

seeing what other adven-

tures await for this exciting 

project! 
 Kayla Mathiowetz and  

Nathaniel Rowe, Seniors at 

WHS, have been  selected as 

National Merit Scholarship 

Semifinalists.  Chosen based 

on their 2015 PSAT scores, 

Kayla and Nathaniel will now 

have the opportunity to 

qualify as finalists and then 

compete for National Merit 

Scholarships.  We wish Kayla 

and Nathaniel the best as they 

pursue this prestigious scholar-

ship.   

 Senior Kaitlyn Dow has re-

ceived world recognition for 

her Lancer Project within the 

Marine Science Program at 

WHS. Kait lyn’s miniboat 

“Lancer” was part of a presen-

tation by Mr. Dick Baldwin 

(founder of Educational Passag-

es) that was given at the Euro-

pean Marine Science Educators 

WPS Achievements 

In the Spotlight... 
 Sara Egan, Second 

Grade Teacher at  

Quaker Hill has been 

chosen to serve on the  

Commissioner's Council 

on Mathematics.  

 Jeanne Morgan, Clark Lane Middle 

School Special Education 

Teacher, was accepted 

as a new board member 

to the Dyslexia Society of 

Connecticut.  She will 

work as the outreach 

coordinator for the 

southeastern region of Connecticut. 

She has dedicated herself to  

supporting students diagnosed with 

dyslexia.  She is Wilson Reading level 

1 and 2 trained as well as being a 

trainer for Wilson Reading.  She is a 

strong advocate for students  

struggling with all disabilities but 

has dedicated herself to  

developing awareness,  

acceptance, and best practices for 

students with dyslexia.   

 WHS Athletic  

Director Dave 

Sousa, was  

recognized by 

the National In-

terscholastic Ath-

letic Administra-

tors Association as a Certified 

Master Athletic Administrator.  

 

Congratulations to these staff 

members on their great  

accomplishments.  We are very 

lucky to have them in Waterford! 

The Clark Lane Middle School  

Rubik’s Cube Team traveled to  

L a k e v i l l e  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  i n  

Massachusetts to start their 2016-17 

competition year.  15 Clark Lane  

students competed on both an individu-

al and team level.  Clark Lane’s 

“veteran” team placed 2nd with a time 

of 3 minutes and 43 seconds to solve the 

25 scrambled Rubik’s Cubes.  Our “rookie team” which includes 

many newcomers had a very respectable time of  4 minutes and 49 

seconds, which was good enough to capture 3rd place honors.   

Students continue to practice each week as well as are busy  

assembling mosaics for the enjoyment of the Clark Lane students 

and staff.  Our next competition will be in January, with a home 

meet scheduled for May at Clark Lane. 

...finding the 

Lancer has created 

a lot of excitement 

in our school this 

week.  We have all 

enjoyed watching 

the Lancer’s sea 

journey from 

Connecticut 

to ...the west coast 

of Ireland.  Our 

students are 

looking forward to 

connecting with 

your school 

electronically in 

the coming weeks . 

Rita Ni Fhlatharta , 

teacher at Tir an Fhia 

National School in Ireland  

Since last spring, a District Strategic 

Planning Team has been engaged in 

a Strategic Planning process that will 

develop a 3-5 year plan for our school 

district. A comprehensive committee of 

staff, administration, parents, commu-

nity members, and Board of Education 

members has been working diligently 

to develop a plan that will build on our 

strengths, assist us in targeting our 

efforts and energy, and most im-

portantly allow us to define very specif-

ic learning outcomes for our stu-

dents.   With a student-centered focus, 

the entire Strategic Planning process is 

designed to create a system dedicated 

to ensuring that every Waterford stu-

dent acquires the skills and attributes 

required for success in life, learning 

and work beyond school.  We are con-

fident that our team will create a plan 

that focuses our energy on high lever-

age efforts that maximize student learn-

ing outcomes.  Look for initiatives from 

this team in upcoming newsletters. 

Students at Quaker Hill 

E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  

participated in their 3rd 

annual Hour of Code day in 

December. Each student  

K-5 wrote one hour of com-

puter code. Students also 

enjoyed the 1st annual  

 

Robot Games where students  

rotated through stations, ex-

p l o r i n g  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  

robots.  Students worked  

together, persevered, problem 

solved and had fun!  

http://www.waterfordschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=3072&ViewID=7B97F7ED-8E5E-4120-848F-A8B4987D588F&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=13185&PageID=2626
http://www.waterfordschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=3072&ViewID=7B97F7ED-8E5E-4120-848F-A8B4987D588F&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=13185&PageID=2626
http://www.waterfordschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=3072&ViewID=7B97F7ED-8E5E-4120-848F-A8B4987D588F&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=13185&PageID=2626


This mission of the Waterford Public Schools, a premier educational 

system within a community that fosters high aspirations, is to 

guarantee that each student acquire the skills and knowledge to 

become a successful individual and a responsible citizen by setting 

high expectations and requiring excellence in an atmosphere of 

integrity and respect.  

Stay Connected… 

 WPS Website - Visit 

www.waterfordschools.org for up to date 

BOE, school and event information. 

 BOE meetings are held on the 4th 

Thursday of each month.  For the 

complete schedule of meetings, go to 

the BOE section of the WPS Website. 

 Download the  WPS App to ‘stay 

abreast’ of all the happenings at our 

schools. 

WPS Leadership Academy 

Waterford Public Schools 

Jody Nazarchyk, Board of Education Chairperson 

Thomas W. Giard III, Superintendent 

15 Rope Ferry Road 

Waterford , CT  06385 

Phone: 860-444-5852 

Fax: 860-444-5870 

Contact:  Caroline Whittaker - Executive Administrative 

Assistant to the Superintendent 

E-mail: cwhittaker@waterfordschools.org 

Michael Galluzzo, co-director of the CT  

Principals’ Center and assistant executive 

director of CAS, working with teachers  

during Leadership Academy. 

Academy Beliefs 

 Every child is entitled to a high 

quality education 

 Teachers and leaders impact 

every child’s achievement 

 Collaboration improves student 

learning 

 Building leadership capacity at 

all levels sustains our mission 

We are very pleased to announce 

that WPS, in collaboration with the 

Connecticut Association of Schools, 

is offering a Leadership Academy 

to our teachers. The Leadership  

Academy is a year-long learning 

experience that includes targeted 

professional learning on effective 

leadership and completion of a  

l e a d e r s h i p  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  

district.  The program is designed to 

develop a cadre of educators  

committed to developing their  

leadership skills, expanding their 

leadership knowledge base, and 

taking an active role in school  

improvement and student success.  

Interested teachers were selected 

through an application and  

screening process and make up a 

team of 17 educators.   

WPS Budget Timeline 

 There will be multiple opportunities to participate in the Board of Education’s budget 

process.  For key dates, visit the WPS Finance Office webpage. 

http://www.waterfordschools.org/Domain/1
http://www.waterfordschools.org/page/5
http://www.waterfordschools.org/cms/lib4/CT01001345/Centricity/Domain/1/Waterford%20Public%20Schools%20Mobile%20App.pdf
http://www.waterfordschools.org/Page/7926
http://www.waterfordschools.org/Page/7926
http://www.waterfordschools.org/domain/7

